Derby Cycling Group Newsletter, April 2005

 (www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk)

Notice of Annual General Meeting

19.00 (7pm), Tuesday 17th May 2005

Friends’ Meeting House (Quakers), St. Helen's St., Derby DE1 3GY

Location: http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=434973&Y=336738&A=Y&Z=1
Come and have your say in the running of the DCG. Light refreshments available. Anticipated finish around 21.00 (9pm).  Everyone welcome.

Can you help us?

The DCG is often asked to send representatives to meetings of different organisations.  Unfortunately these offers have invariably to be turned down, especially if they involve weekday, daytime attendance,  as there is no one available. This is regrettable as it misses an opportunity to give cycling a voice in the community.  Do you have free time to help out, especially during the daytime?

We currently need representatives for these organisations:


Derby County Council (Matlock)


Normanton Partnership Network

East Midlands Transport Activists’ Round Table (EMTARS)

We also need people to help hand distribute Newsletters to the membership.  Electronic distribution is not always possible and postal delivery is prohibitively expensive especially in view  of the low annual membership fee.

If you can help with either of the above please contact  John Stubbs (contact details below).

Forthcoming  Go Wild events for 2005:

Come and enjoy the following, leisurely  paced, family friendly cycle rides:
Sunday 12th June, 11.30am from Mickleover Station to Etwall Leisure Centre for Biking Barbecue with free swimming in the pool for cyclists.  Route 8 miles return.

Sunday 10th July, 10.30am from Market Place to Melbourne Pool - 17 miles return.

Sunday 11th September 10.30am from Market Place to Elvaston Castle for picnic - 11 miles return.

For further information on all these events please contact Les Sims, Tel 01332 514 903. e-mail: simsles@yahoo.co.uk
Recent News:

Although a Newsletter has not  been produced for sometime now, the DCG has certainly not been idle.  In June 2004, we made a detailed response to the consultation process of the Strategic Rail Authority (SRA) on  accommodating bikes on trains.  In the same month, a response was given both to Derby City Council’s new Environmental Policy and  to the Derby Cityscape plan for the redevelopment of the city centre.  In November, the DCG produced, Cycling in Derby in 2004: where to next?  The document was submitted   in response to a request from Derby City Council for ideas on how best to invest the cycling budget for the 2005/06 financial year. This submission was accompanied   by a report giving the DCGs   input into the 2006-2011 Local Transport Plan for Derby.  Last month in March we produced a summary report on MVA Transport Consultants strategic vision for transport in Derby to the year 2021.  All these reports will soon be accessible on-line at: www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk. 
With regard to more short term developments, the DCG has continued throughout the year to have its usual quarterly meetings with Derby City Council.  The minutes of these meetings will also soon be accessible on-line at: www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk.  The  restriction of the council’s cycling budget to just £60k in the 2004/05 financial year necessarily restricted cycling developments on the ground to a few improvements to cycle paths around Spondon, along the A61, Sir Frank Whittle Way and Kedleston Road.  For the new 2005/06 financial year the budget is set at £184k and the following is planned:
1) Lighting to be placed along length of new cycle path along Sir Frank Whittle Way

2) Improvements to cycle route signage in Spondon together with safety improvements at Derby Road/Raynesway roundabout.  The latter has been a long standing request of the DCG.

3) Reversal of the Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs) to permit out of hours cycling in the pedestrianised part of Derby City Centre

4) To allocate £10k towards developing cycle route from Heatherton Village to the City Centre 

5) Broadway to Cedar Street proposed pedestrian/cycle path consultation.

On a lighter note, back in November the DCG put on an excellent evening of  entertainment and social get together to mark the  25th anniversary of  its foundation in 1980.  The event was held primarily  as a thank you to all those who have contributed to the DCG over the years  and also  to show that we are still very much alive and intend to be around for the next 25 years!  
Finally, but by no means least, we learn that Bridget Gould of Derby City Council has left to work for the County Council at Matlock.  Bridget was Cycling Officer for Derby for several years and even since relinquishing that post to Stephen Gaskin, she has been closely involved with cycling projects in Derby.  Thanks for all your efforts on our behalf Bridget and good luck in your new position! 

Contact the Derby Cycling Group:

Monthly meetings: 1st Monday of every month, 19.30 (7.30pm) at The Brunswick Inn, Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU.  Everyone Welcome. Contact  John Stubbs (contact details below) for further information.
Chair and Media Officer: John Stubbs, 65 Otter Street, Derby DE1 3FD. Tel 01332 345942. Email: john.stubbs@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk
Secretary (Membership): Barbara Rathbone, 5 Regency Close, Littleover, Derby DE23 1TR. Tel 01332 273532. Email: barbara.rathbone@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk
Treasurer: John Palmer, 1 Dovedale Rise, Allestree DE22 2RF. Tel: 01332 559100. Email: john.palmer@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk.
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