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1
 Derby Cycling Group is hosting the May 2007 CTC/CCN national conference

Derby Cycle Group invites all members to the CTC/CCN Spring Conference which is being held in Derby on 19th May 2007.  .The theme of the conference is "Tomorrow's Cyclists" and will focus on  engaging and retaining young people under the age of 26 as cyclists. The conference will present challenging ideas and listen to different view points about how to engage more young people in cycling. Plenty of time will be allowed for questions and discussion and it is intend to finish the day with a panel "Question Time". 

The venue for the event is, The Waterfall, Railway Terrace, Derby, DE1 2RU (http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=436121&Y=335645&A=Y&Z=1). This is just opposite Derby railway station, about 100 yards from NCN Route 6, and close to NCN Routes 54 and 68.  The Waterfall has excellent bus links to the city centre and also has convenient car parking.  The cost of the conference will be £15.00 per person.  For more details and information on how to book please visit: http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk.  We look forward to seeing you at what we hope will be a stimulating, exciting event.
2
 Delegates’ accommodation for  May 2007 CTC/CCN national conference

Sometimes delegates to CTC/CCN conferences need to stay overnight in the town hosting the conference, especially if  they are coming from afar.  If any DCG member, living in Derby,  would be willing to provide overnight accommodation for any fellow cyclists for the nights of Friday 18th and  Saturday 19th May 2007, then please contact John Stubbs (   MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor chair@derbycyclingroup.org.uk
).

3
Cycling Campaigning issues

I
Derby City Centre

As many members will be aware, the Derby Cycling Group has fought a long standing campaign  to have out of business hours cycling permitted in the pedestrianised zone of Derby City Centre and thereby bring it into line with most other cities in continental Europe. During 2005 the City Council cycling officers agreed to this idea and during 2006  a trial scheme was proposed to have the existing Traffic Regulation Orders altered to this effect.  Unfortunately the proposal was vigorously opposed by many of the elected members  of  Derby City Council and, despite heavy lobbying by DCG members, the proposal was rejected. The reasons presented for the opposition appeared to be based on perceived danger to pedestrians and disabled people even though it was only for out of business hours cycling that the change was sought. That motor vehicles have legal out of hours access to the pedestrianised area seems to compound the inconsistency.   The DCG argues the case  for permitting out of hours cycling as follows:

1) 
the pedestrianised area forms a strategic north-south cross city route for cyclists and, appears to have been used as such prior to the original establishment of the pedestrianised zone. No satisfactory alternative cycle route has ever been put in its place. 

2) 
There are many places throughout Derby such as the Riverside Path and Pride Park where cyclists share facilities with pedestrians seemingly without problem. Most cities throughout continental Europe also permit out of hours cycling in their pedestrianised areas seemingly to the
mutual benefit of all concerned. 


3) 
Derby is a national Cycle Demonstration Town whose progress towards promoting cycling is being keenly watched throughout the country. This restriction on cycling sends out a very negative image, not only about cycling in Derby but also about the city itself. 

4)
 Environmental problems associated with global warming, and the transport sector's contribution to this problem, are becoming ever more serious as many recent reports have highlighted.  Consequently it is imperative that, for the benefit of the entire community, everything should be done to encourage both cycling and public transport usage. Under these circumstances it almost defies comprehension that such a significant opportunity to encourage more cycling should be so opposed.

The DCG committee extends its sincerest  thanks to all those members who wrote in to their respective Councillors regarding this matter.  For future reference with regard to lobbying for better cycling facilities, local councillors can be contacted via, http://cmis.derby.gov.uk/CMISWebPublic/MyCouncillor.aspx.  For more cycling and transport  issues of  broader concern, national MPs can be contacted via: http://www.theyworkforyou.com/.  Remember, as one MP was reported recently to have confided with  a transport campaigner, for every contact MPs receive advocating the promotion of more sustainable forms of transport, they receive around 25 other contacts  from people wanting more road building!!!

I I
A38 Kingsway
After the rather negative developments for cycling in the city centre, it is pleasing to be able to report something more positive! Another long standing (must be close on  10 years!) campaign of the DCG has been to have cycle path installed between the Markeaton Roundabout and Raleigh Street along side the A38.  Finally in November, the Highways Agency started work and the joint pedestrian/cycle path was opened just before Christmas.  The cycle path  gives a very useful link in the cycle network as it effectively joins the suburbs of Mickleover/Mackworth to Allestree. May be even more important is that, as the new path is clearly visible from the road itself, car drivers might even be tempted out of their cars and onto bikes especially when the traffic on the A38 grinds to a halt.  Well, we can hope! Patience is all in cycle campaigning and here it has finally been rewarded.  Here are some photographs to prove it:
http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/a38_view_north.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/a38_view_north_2.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/a38_view_south.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/a38_view_south_2.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/markeaton_roundabout_a38_view_west.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/markeaton_roundabout_ashbourne_rd_view_south.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/markeaton_roundabout_ashbourne_road_view_north.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/markeaton_roundabout_view_south.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/southern_end_view_south.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/a38/windmill_hill_lane_view_north.jpg 

III
Bradshaw Way

New cycling infrastructure has recently been installed in this area and, at the time of writing, the work is not yet complete.  While this is generally a very positive development, the DCG  has already expressed its concern, on safety grounds,  to the City Council over a very narrow part of the shared pedestrian cycle path at the London road roundabout on the corner of the Royal Infirmary. It is understood however that the City Council will be re-examining this arrangement upon completion of the Westfield development.  The City Council also points out that facilities for crossing Osmaston Road between Bradshaw Way and Charnwood Street are only interim arrangements pending the completion of the inner ring road.  For further information of this please contact Andy Roberts, Derby City Council Cycling Officer at: andy.roberts@derby.gov.uk.  In the meantime here are some photographs:
http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/bradshaw_way_south_crossing.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/bradshaw_way_view_northeast.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/bradshaw_way_view_northeast_2.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/bradshaw_way_view_northeast_restriction.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/bradshaw_way_view_southwest_restriction.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/bradshaw_way_view_west.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/london_road_view_east.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/london_road_view_northwest.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/osmaston_road_view_north.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/bradshaw_way/osmaston_road_view_south.jpg 

IV
Cycle Parking at Derby Railway Station

After years of putting up with cramped, and often insecure, cycle parking on Platform 1 at Derby Railway Station, it looks as if improvements are finally on their way. At a meeting between the DCG and Derby Station Service Manager, Mr David Rowley on Thursday 1st February, plans were revealed to construct a new set of cycle stands just in the front of the station building, on a currently gravelled area in the executive car park.  See:
http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/station_bikepark_location1.jpg 

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/images/station_bikepark_location2.jpg
The new cycle parking area will be covered and protected by CCTV and station security patrols.  The number of stands will increase  from the existing 42 to 54.  Motorbike parking, some of which currently obstructs the cycle stands on Platform 1 is to be removed to a completely separate location.  The works programme has been approved and completion of the project is anticipated by late Spring of this year.  So watch this space!  
4
 Derby Cycle Forum, 12th December 2006

This meeting has evolved out of the original quarterly Cycle Progress Meetings  between Derby City Council and Derby Cycling Group.  With the awarding to Derby of  Cycle Demonstration Town status it was felt that the format and remit of the Cycle Progress Meetings needed changing in order to reflect more appropriately the changed circumstances in Derby.  Accordingly we produce here the minutes of the Cycle Forum and intend to produce the minutes of all future meetings: 
http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/documents/cpm_minutes/Derby_Cycle_Forum_Minutes_December_2006.doc 

For any further information on content of the minutes please contact, Kate Illsey at: kate.illsley@derby.gov.uk

5
 Events:

See here for the Calendar of all CycleDerby events:

http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/documents/CycleDerbyEvents.pdf
6
Membership Renewal Appeal

Our records show that many members whose subscription expired in March 2006, have yet to renew.  If your subscription is due (or overdue) please do consider renewing. Renewal details at: http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/join.php . Many thanks for your continued support.  

If on the other hand you have recently renewed  your subscription and have heard nothing back from us, please accept our apologies.  If you are in this position, or you are simply not sure when your subscription is due,  then please contact: Barbara Rathbone at     MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor membership@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk
  and we will soon rectify the situation.   

7
Fill that pot hole!
Members who receive the weekly CTC online newsletter will aware the CTC’s new initiative here. We reproduce here verbatim an extract from the CTC newsletter of 26th January -

“Two new online tools, which will help get potholes fixed and off-road trails cleared of obstructions, have been launched by CTC. Using the new system at fillthathole.org.uk <http://www.fillthathole.org.uk/>  you can zoom into any road in the UK, mark the location of the defect, and let the authority know about it, which then has a duty to take action. It takes no longer than 2 minutes to use, and it's possible to include photos, measurements and other useful information, which other people will be able to see. A similar facility at clearthattrail.org.uk <http://www.clearthattrail.org.uk/>  allows cyclists to report off-road obstructions. CTC Director Kevin Mayne said: "Potholes and other road defects are more than just a nuisance; they're a danger to cyclists. Reporting problems like this can be a chore, but our online facility has made it quick and easy."

Join the Derby Cycling Group: 

Please support us in the work we do by joining us. Just click on the Join Us link on the homepage    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor http://www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk/
 to download an application form. 

Contact the Derby Cycling Group:

Monthly meetings: 1st Tuesday of every month, 19.30 (7.30pm) at The Brunswick Inn, Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU. Everyone Welcome. Contact John Stubbs (contact details below) for further information.

Chair and Media Officer: John Stubbs, 65 Otter Street, Derby DE1 3FD. Tel 01332 345942. Email:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor chair@derbycyclingroup.org.uk

Secretary (Membership): Barbara Rathbone, 5 Regency Close, Littleover, Derby DE23 1TR. Tel 01332 273532. Email:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor membership@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk

Treasurer: John Palmer, 1 Dovedale Rise, Allestree DE22 2RF. Tel: 01332 559100. Email:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor treasurer@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk

Webmaster: Alastair Johnson. Email:    MACROBUTTON HtmlResAnchor webmaster@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk
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