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Cycling Infrastructure Challenges for Derby in 2009

At the DCGs December committee meeting a list was compiled of the issues which need to be addressed for making cycling  safer and more convenient in Derby.  To this end, the DCG is currently working to have cycling placed at the heart of the infrastructure planning system so that a basic requirement of this planning system is that we are always fully consulted on matters impacting upon cyclists.  This lack of consultation has meant that  three years after the establishment of the city council’s CycleDerby organisation and the city’s status as a Cycle Demonstration Town, wider interests of cyclists in Derby are still not being met in spite of  all the advances in promoting cycling,

The DCG believe the following points to be critical:

• Connecting Derby.

The plans for King Street and the two lanes joining St Alkmunds Way are particularly unsatisfactory. Unless the plans are radically changed or real alternatives offered the proposed arrangement will represent a real danger to cyclists and an additional barrier to cycling into the city. We also have other concerns including cycle access to Friary Street. (See map at: Connecting Derby area)
• Traffic Lights
The timing of some traffic  lights is potentially dangerous, particularly Siddals Road to the Morledge which doesn’t give cyclists enough time to get across before the traffic to the left is given a green light! A similar problems arises  at the junction of  Abbey St and Burton Road. There are also a number of traffic lights that do not seem to recognise bicycles, particularly ones with Aluminium frames.  This leads to cyclists riding through red lights, an illegal practice which of course is not advocated by the DCG.
• Advanced Stop Lines (ASLs)
ASL’s should be installed as a matter of course at all junctions. It should be that a case has to be made not to install an ASL. There is a viewpoint which says that ASL’s are not useful for junctions where cyclists go straight on or turn left.  However the DCG totally rejects this view. ASLs are required at:

· Queen Street turning left on to King Street by the Aga shop
· On The Morledge at Cockpit Island for those going to Siddals Road.

· The junction of Western Avenue and Uttoxeter Road in Mickleover.

• City Centre permeability

We need to be able to cycle through the city centre legally, particularly St Peters Street.  Other cities permit this (eg Leicester) so why not Derby?  Contra flow cycling should be permitted on the one way systems on Full Street and Gower Street in the city centre.
• Route 54

The barriers on Route 54 between Mickleover and Mackworth need to be removed.  Apart from hindering cyclists, they also inhibit disability access.

• Bridges

We are concerned about the safety of cyclists passing under bridges on NCN Route 6.  Of particular concern is where the path goes under Raynesway and also  the two locations where it passes under the railway.  The concern arises from the threatening behaviour of some of the people who frequent these locations.  There is also a need to remove the posts/stumps on the cycle path  under the bridge on London Road under which Route 6 passes.

• Duffield Road
The new south bound bus lane should be retained but an outward bound cycle lane is required as soon as possible.

• Notification of planning applications with potential impact upon cyclists.
Had the DCG been able to view the planning application for Raynesway Park,  much earlier, then there would have been much more opportunity to influence putting cycle infrastructure in place.

The meeting brought up numerous other issues to improve life for Derby’s cycling community.  This list was written up by Dave Clasby after the meeting but shows the amount of input the membership can have in shaping DCG campaigning activities.

EVENTS

National Trophy Cyclo-Cross - Markeaton Park Sunday 18th January

A round of a the national cyclo-cross championship is being held in Markeaton Park in the new year. For anyone unfamiliar with this cycling sport, it's the one with lots of mud and carrying of bikes up slippery slopes involved- guaranteed to tire you out just watching! Go to the website link below to find out more details and see if you'd like to take part The event caters for both male and female competitors, attracting approx 400 people from around the country.

The competitors' ages vary from under 12 to over 70, with races from different age groups, with most in between 15 and 35. For more information visit www.derby.nationaltrophy.org.uk or contact John Holmes on 0794 6461972. Or see: Derby Cyclo Cross Trophy

RESPONSES TO NOVEMBER e.NEWSLETTER

Wearing Reflective Vests made law for cyclists in France;

As a lifetime commuting cyclist I would never get on my bicycle to go anywhere without wearing high visibility clothing. I would welcome a law in the UK for compulsory use.

Rob Taylor

Oakwood

Membership Renewal

Along with this newsletter will come an email reminding you of your subscription renewal for those for whom it is again due. Please do continue to give us your support by renewing your membership

Join the Derby Cycling Group:

Please support us in the work we do by joining us. Just click on the Join Us link on the homepage: www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk to download an application form.

Contact the Derby Cycling Group:

Monthly meetings: 1st Tuesday of every month, 7.30pm at The Brunswick Inn, Railway Terrace,Derby DE1 2RU. Everyone Welcome. Contact John Stubbs (contact details below) for further information.

Chair and Media Officer: John Stubbs, 65 Otter Street, Derby DE1 3FD. Tel: 01332 345942. Email:chair@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk

Secretary (Membership): Barbara Rathbone, 5 Regency Close, Littleover, Derby DE23 1TR. Tel:01332 273532. Email: membership@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk

Treasurer: John Palmer, 1 Dovedale Rise, Allestree DE22 2RF. Tel: 01332 559100. Email:treasurer@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk

Webmaster: Alastair Johnson. Email:webmaster@derbycyclinggroup.org.uk

NEXT NEWSLETTER WILL BE THE ANNUAL PRINTED EDITION AND WILL BE SENT OUT IN MARCH

If you want to comment or contribute please email to Newsletter production: Andrew Harrison. andrewdharrison@yahoo.co.uk
HAPPY RIDING!
