CTC Benchmarking 

This is a programme of audits carried out by CTC in conjunction with local authorities to find the best practice in the provision of cycling facilities. Highway, Traffic and Cycling Officers from various authorities get together to check out the facilities provided by the host authority.
In the absence of John Stubbs I went along to the one and a half day session held in Derby in April 2005.
A presentation of the achievements and problems encountered by Derby City Council was given, and later delegates were taken on a cycle ride to view various facilities locally. 
These included the following:
Cycle storage lockers in Green Lane.
Cycle lanes in Friargate.
National Cycle Network Route 54/68 from City centre to Mickleover Station, including the double barrier in Mick/Mack Park.
Proposed new cycle routes at Spinneybrook Way, Mickleover and between Radbourne Lane and Prince Charles Avenue.
The problems in designing a satisfactory cycle lane adjacent to the shops on Prince Charles Avenue at Mackworth.
Possible routes in the region of Markeaton Roundabout.
On return from the ride the delegates gave scores to each of the facilities under consideration. A high score would set a benchmark for other authorities to aim for.
The only feature that was heavily criticised was the Mick/Mack Park barrier, all other facilities scoring very highly.
Our local cycling officers were considered to be doing a good job by their peers, and we would be inclined to agree with that.
We had not previously realised how much effort goes into providing us with cycle paths and cycle lanes, nor considered how much has already been achieved. That is not to say that there is nothing left to do by any means. Much remains to be done locally, but we can be assured that our City Council Officers are doing a pretty good job so far.
A short presentation was given by architect Jerry Tseng on the proposed “Trycycle” project for a cycling based centre in Derby. This was most impressive and I feel that DCG should support the proposal in any way that we can. Perhaps a member could be co-opted on to the organising committee when it is formed.
Delegates expressed great interest in the size of the DCG membership. Some other towns and cities do not have such large numbers in cycling groups. 
Another short presentation covered methods of counting cyclists locally. The pros and cons of the various methods were discussed.
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