City Centre Eastern Fringes Area Action Plan

http://www.derby.gov.uk/NR/rdonlyres/589C7653-FBB2-49CE-A75E-6D71D8BC5A13/0/Fringes_Leaflet_A4_pages_lores.pdf
Response by the Derby Cycling Group (DCG) to the public consultation

The DCG welcomes the prospect of the redevelopment of this inner area of Derby City and is entirely in agreement with the vision of the Area Action Plan (AAP). The usage of the term ‘sustainable’ should be replaced by the phrase ‘environmentally and socially sustainable’. In terms of the Objectives set, DCG takes issue on three objectives. 

No.3 - where the word mobility should be replaced by accessibility. 

No.6 - this objective suggests design is purely about the visual impact of a development. We agree this is important but this neglects functional design that would enable cycling (e.g. secure cycle storage, home zoning) to be a key part of living in this area and raising the quality of life.

No.9 – this should be worded ‘improving linkages that encourage walking, cycling and public transport use’.

The suggested changes should make the objectives more consistent with satisfying the AAPs vision of a sustainable neighbourhood.

Land Use

The intention to have mixed land use developments is welcomed, particularly that of residential development. Concern however is raised over the traffic generating potential of the planned new office developments.  If these are to be constructed it is essential for the environmental sustainability of the area that car parking associated with these offices is strictly limited. This dependency on cars can be reduced, by encouraging the use of public transport, walking, and cycling. The proximity of the bus and railway stations to the AAP should mean that such developments are well provided for by public transport.  Provision of high quality walking routes are essential – the design process must consider reducing the impacts of vehicle emissions (noise and atmospheric), illegal parking, excessive speed near or on these routes. Facilities for cycling could include secure cycle parking, changing rooms and lockers.  All these elements could be developed through the establishment of  mandatory Travel Plans on new business developments. Consequently, car parking space should  minimised.

Transport and Access

The DCG welcomes the recognition, in both options, of the importance of maintaining the walking and cycling route between the railway station and the city centre. Further cycle routes within the AAP should be developed to connect with other parts of the city’s cycle route network and so enhance the accessibility of the area.

The proposal in the Master Plan to construct two multi-storey car parks in the AAP is questioned for its likely  adverse effect on the local environment. This suggests that future traffic will exceed the current levels. Moreover it would appear to counter the intention in the second Derby Joint Local Transport Plan to limit city centre car parking as an essential means of transport demand management. The possibility of a car share club should be investigated as an option to reduce car ownership and therefore reduce the demand for car parking spaces.

Public Realm

The DCG fully supports the preservation and enhancement of areas of nature conservation and those of historical and visual interest.  

Problems in the area

There is currently very poor accessibility to Derby Railway Station and the existence of Traffic Street is a barrier to connections between the AAP and the city centre.  The area has little to attract people to it and so they tend to merely transit through and this gives much of the area a rather soulless character. The setting aside of a substantial amount of the area to car parking tends to aggravate the situation. Some isolated areas where there are public houses and fast food outlets cause problems with litter (broken glass), illegal parking and ‘crowding’ in streets. The issue of litter is partly due to lack of  bins  in these areas.  If bins were installed, then a ‘split bin’ design should be adopted to promote recycling on the street. These problems are exacerbated by match days at Pride Park stadium.

Access to and from the railway station

This is in need of substantial improvement.  As said above, Railway Terrace acts as a barrier between the station itself and the rest of the AAP.  Safe and convenient cycle and pedestrian access needs to be provided across this road. The cycle route connection to the Derwent river path from the west side of the station is awkward. More through bus services, via the city centre, need to serve the railway station.   

Railway station and its facilities

Aside from difficulties in access described above, current cycle parking provision at the station is inadequate. An expansion of secure, covered, and readily accessible, cycle parking is needed particularly on the city centre side of the station.

Land Uses in the AAP

A large amount of the current land usage is given over to car parking space and car show rooms.  This needs to change in favour of much more mixed development based around walking, cycling and public transport access. Existing green spaces within the AAP should be preserved and enhanced for their amenity and ecological value.

John Stubbs and Dominic Hewlett

Derby Cycling Group

5th October 2005
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