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Cycling in Derby in 2004: where to next?

The Derby Cycling Group

(www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk)

Executive Summary

This report follows a request from Derby City Council for the Derby Cycling Group (DCG) to put forward priorities for improving the city’s cycle route network in the financial year  2005/06.  In responding to this request the  opportunity has been taken to present plans, not only for 2005/06 but also for subsequent years, with a view to  completing entire the cycle route network in Derby.  

The report commences with a brief review of  the current situation for cyclists in Derby and finds that there has been much progress made in the development of a cycle route  network since the mid 1990s.  Nevertheless by the end of 2004 some significant deficiencies remained, these being: 

i) Insufficient maintenance of existing facilities resulting in sub-optimal quality of  cycle route/path.

ii) Discontinuity of cycle routes/paths giving the network a lack of connectivity.

iii) Lack of key strategic routes resulting in poor accessibility to certain suburbs of Derby.

With the need to improve network quality, connectivity and accessibility, the DCG conducted a survey of members asking them for suggestions to rectify these shortcomings.

Drawing on the responses, together with the authors’ own suggestions for future developments, the report  details proposals for giving Derby a comprehensive and continuous cycle route network.  Specifically these proposals amount to:

i)
improving the quality of parts of the existing cycle route network. ii)
providing cycle routes to link suburban District Centres into the network.  These linking routes are essentially circumferential in orientation and designed to enhance the network’s connectivity.  

iii)
implementing  some important radial routes to improve accessibility   between the city centre and the suburbs of  Oakwood, Sinfin, Littleover and Mickleover.  

Using these proposals as a baseline, the report prioritises six schemes for  possible  implementation in the 2005/06 financial year.  Using the selection criteria of  utility to cyclists, economy of construction and practicality of implementation (ie absence of  legal or other administrative impediments),  the following are presented for consideration during 2005/06:

i) Improve lighting on NCN Route 6 (Riverside Path).

ii) Erect cycle route signs on shared use facilities in Pride Park

iii) Link Oakwood, Chaddesden and Spondon to Raynesway with cycle routes.

Provide cycle routes between Derby City Centre and:

iv) City Hospital along Uttoxeter New Road

v) Heatherton  village via Littleover

vi) Sinfin District Centre via Normanton.

The report emphasises throughout how cycling can address to the Government’s key themes of  congestion, environment, safety and accessibility,  all of which are required to be considered in the 2006-2011 Local Transport Plan.
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1
Introduction

In September 2004, Derby City Council sought the views of the Derby Cycling Group (DCG) on the priorities for improving the city’s cycle route network during the 2005/06 financial year.  The opportunity has been taken in this report to present the City Council with cycling schemes, not only for the 2005/06 financial year,  but also for subsequent financial years.  The ultimate aim of the report is to detail  the  completion of  the city’s cycle route network as this  is a basic requirement for increasing the number of people cycling in Derby. 

The production of this report in late 2004 is  seen as timely given the requirement of  local  authorities to submit their Local Transport Plans (LTPs) to  the Government by July 2005.  The new LTPs  are required to address four key themes: reduced traffic congestion, improved environment, better road safety and more  accessibility to jobs and services (see DfT 2004b).  This report  shows how cycling can contribute to each of these key themes.  

The DCG wants to see cycling become the preferred mode of transport for people making short journeys in Derby.   With the completion of the cycle route network, cyclists’ safety will be improved,  more people will cycle and consequently cycling can then make a greater contribution towards reducing traffic congestion and  improving  the environment through better air quality.  In addition to the well recognised health benefits of cycling,  the DCG also advocates  cycling for its   contribution to improving accessibility by virtue of its low cost base and  consequent ability to help combat  social exclusion.   Finally it is noted that current Government policy requires local travel to be enhanced through:

‘creating a culture and improved quality of local environment so cycling and walking are seen as an attractive alternative to car travel for short journeys, particularly for children’ (DfT 2004a).

The report is presented in six sections.  Following this introductory section,   the next section below gives a brief overview of the situation for cyclists in Derby in 2004.   The third section develops the issues of cycle route quality, connectivity and accessibility and details the criteria upon which the recommendations in the fourth section are based.  These recommendations, together with a rationale for their implementation, are presented in the fourth section while  the fifth section contains priorities for the 2005/06 financial year.  A sixth  section provides some concluding comments.

2
The situation for cyclists in Derby in late 2004

The DCG believes that, in the  years since the early 1990s, the conditions for cyclists in Derby have  improved substantially.  At the end of 2004, many useful cycle paths had been constructed and there had been considerable advances in route signing.  The suburbs of Allestree, Chaddesden, Spondon, Alvaston, Chellaston, Mickleover and Mackworth all have dedicated cycle routes  to the city centre.  In the city centre itself both cycle routes and cycle parking provision have been further enhanced under the City Council’s Connecting Derby project (see www.derby.gov.uk/HiRes/Travel/ConnectingDerby/ ).

Yet in spite of these considerable achievements,  there  still remain  some substantial shortcomings in the cycle route network. These shortcomings can be summarised as follows:

i) Insufficient  maintenance of existing facilities:
The inadequacy of maintenance in several areas has led to  deteriorating quality of route surface, signing and illumination. Where cycle routes are identified by sign posts alone, the loss of the sign posts constitutes the loss of virtually the entire cycle route. Where illumination fails or is inadequate immediate safety issues are raised.   The lack of cycle path maintenance in Derby  has also been noted by the English Regions Cycling Development Team (ERCDT 2003).

ii) Discontinuity of cycle paths:
The existing cycle path and routes are spatially fragmented across the city  as examination of the Derby Cycle Route Guide (DCC, 2004) readily shows.   Many critical links are missing particularly within, and between,  the suburbs of Derby giving the network a distinct lack of connectivity.   With many intra-urban journeys being car based and oriented from suburb to suburb rather than suburb to city centre, it is important that the cycling potential of these movements is captured particularly in view of difficulties public transport has in providing economically viable services on  suburban  circumferential    routes.  Improving network connectivity in these areas could then help traffic reduce congestion and improve the environment particularly in terms of air quality.

iii)
Lack of some  key strategic routes

Some substantial areas of the city are seriously devoid of cycle paths and routes.  The suburbs of Oakwood in the north east and Sinfin, Normanton and Littleover in the south west have no cycle route connection  to the city centre.  Although some high quality cycle paths exist in some of these localities, they are isolated from the rest of the network and therefore present accessibility problems for residents wishing to cycle. 

3
The cycle route network in Derby: quality, connectivity and accessibility issues


From the above section, it follows that improvements to the city’s cycle route network need to be made on three levels, viz:

i) Quality, through improving and/or maintaining the existing infrastructure

ii) Connectivity, by the filling in of key missing links to the  network with appropriate cycle paths/routes

iii) Accessibility, from the provision of  cycle paths/routes along alignments of strategic importance to cyclists.

To gain as representative and as comprehensive a sample of views as possible on the needs of Derby cyclists, the DCG  consulted its membership via its web-site, and through block e-mail contact.  Derby cyclists’ views were also sought through notices in the,  Derby Evening Telegraph.    Cyclists  were asked, where might the Derby City Council:
· build cycle routes that close important gaps in the network? 
· maintain or improve the standard of existing cycles routes? 

· remove obstacles and barriers to cycling? 

· build completely new routes? 
The schemes described in section 4 below are a result of  both feedback from this consultation process and the recommendations from the DCG committee itself.  Moreover the schemes have all been presented with a view to offering good value for money in view of the societal benefits that will accrue from them through attracting more people to cycling.   With this in mind, the DCG is aware of  the need to overcome some of difficulties encountered in funding small, high value for money transport projects as a recent report from Goodwin (2004) has made clear.  It is hoped,  however,  that the availability of developer and/or match funding for many schemes proposed will further their financial attractiveness.

The Derby Cycle Route Guide (DCC, 2004) shows the existence of  a planned Strategic Cycle Network derived from  the City of Derby Local Plan (DCC, 1998).   The cycle routes indicated on the map in green are ones that have been approved in the Local Plan for being on the Strategic Cycle Network, but which have not yet been constructed.  Where the cycle paths/routes have already been constructed, they are shown on the map in either red,  if  the route is segregated from the road, or purple if on the road itself. 

A three stage approach has been taken to identifying deficiencies in cycle network provision.  First, quality issues have been addressed by  identifying the  principal maintenance problems and improvements required to the existing cycle paths.  Second, has been to highlight  key stretches of yet to be constructed cycle route (shown in green), which when finished would cover some of vital missing links in cycle route network (and which would subsequently be shown on the map in either red or purple).  These linking routes tend to be intra or inter-suburban circumferential in orientation but would all increase the connectivity of the network.   While there are a multitude of such missing links in the network, all the links  selected in this report have been  to connect District Centres,  large public institutions (eg hospitals, large employers),  schools and community facilities to the network in order to maximise the cycle routes’  potential for cycling.   

The third stage has been to highlight new cycle routes that, may or may not,  have been placed on the Strategic Cycle Network in the Local Plan, but which would provide greater accessibility to the areas presently lacking cycle paths.  These routes tend to be suburb to city centre, radial in orientation  and, according to cyclists’ reports, some of them  are already well used for commuting and other utility purposes.   Improvements  to cyclists’ perceived safety on these routes could do much to increase levels of cycling and promote modal shift away from car based journeys to work.   

Two further points need to be made.  First, the concepts of connectivity and accessibility as applied here are not mutually exclusive.  Every scheme identified under these headings makes at least some contribution to each other.   Secondly, in  all  cases, whether radial or circumferential routes,  it is recognised that a cycle route may not need extensive constructional work.   The route in question maybe entirely on the road itself and just require sign-posting to identify a quiet route and perhaps some minor improvements such as a dropped kerb and/or road markings.  In these cases the intention should be to make the road itself as cycle friendly as possible rather than constructing a cycle path as such.  In places where this is decidedly not practical then the cycle routes will clearly need to be segregated from the road and  will therefore  require some constructional work to be done.

4 Recommendations for improving the cycle route network  in Derby

The following three sub-sections list detailed proposals for  improving the cycle route network in Derby.  The removal  of obstacles and barriers to cycling are  considered under the first subsection that deals with route quality.  The order of presentation in each subsection is intended to follow sequentially,  in a clockwise direction round the  Derby Cycle Route Guide, commencing in the north western quadrant of the city.  This order of presentation does not necessarily imply an order of priority.   The city centre of Derby, with one exception, is not considered in this report as it is thought that any  required  improvements should be made under the Connecting Derby project.    To aid location of places mentioned below, standard Ordnance Survey grid referencing is used throughout.  

4.1
Quality of  the cycle route network: maintenance and improvement issues

This section commences with the only scheme  in this report that lies within the city centre since it is deemed unlikely that it will be implemented under the Connecting Derby project.    The section then considers subsequent schemes in a clockwise direction around the city.  The role of many of these schemes in increasing cyclists’ safety cannot be over emphasised.

4.1.1 
Re-ramp the steps at Exeter Bridge (Court House side, 355364), City Centre

These steps are on the  Riverside Cycle path, which is also part   of National Cycle Route (NCN) Route 54.  The steps also represent an important convergence point of other cycle routes.   The existing ramp down one side of steps is both too steep and too narrow to permit safe and convenient ascent or decent.  It regarded as  unsatisfactory  that on an important central city cycle route, cyclists should be required to dismount.  A much wider ramp at a shallower grade would significantly improve the continuity, and hence quality, of the cycle routes that converge there.

4.1.2 Clearer identification of  cycling signs on shared pedestrian/cycle routes in Pride Park

Several respondents to the DCG’s survey reported conflict with pedestrians on the shared use paths in Pride Park.  While often a problem on shared use facilities in general,  it is suggested that  this problem in Pride Park could be reduced by more signs that clearly designate the path as being a joint use one for both cyclists and pedestrians.

4.1.3 Improve the lighting on NCN Route 6 at Mill Fleam Bridge (360360),  Pipe Bridge (377350) and  between  Alvaston Park (377349)  and  Raynesway bridge (384343)

This section covers possibly one of the most heavily used cycle paths in  Derby  both for leisure and utility purposes.    Mill Fleam Bridge and Pipe Bridge have no illumination at all and form virtual black holes on the cycle route in hours of darkness.  Between Alvaston Park and Raynesway bridge, parts of the route are  secluded by the presence of hedges and trees.  In each case there is a security threat in hours of darkness.

4.1.4 Resurfacing of NCN Route 6 between Raynesway bridge (384343) and  Borrowash 

The existing surface of crushed  stone  has deteriorated largely through the heavy use which it has been subjected to.  The importance of this route, is such that the resurfacing of it  with bitmac should be considered.  It is recognised, however,  that only the section from Raynesway to Derwent Weir (388404) lies within City Council boundaries.

4.1.5
Modifications to NCN Route 6 under Raynesway Bridge (384343)

The cycle route at this point is generally blocked for one to two months of the year due to flooding. Once flooded, the water cannot drain away as the one way valve does not work and pumped drainage may be  too costly.  The path cannot been raised without preventing equestrian access.  To remedy this, the DCG supports  Sustrans’ proposal to  raise half of the path in order to increase the number of days the path is usable. 

4.2
Connectivity of the cycle route network: in-filling of missing links.

Starting in Allestree, north west of the city centre, the schemes are considered in clockwise direction.

4.2.1 Birchover Way between Kedleston Road (336383) and Ferrers Way (341387)

This short stretch would link the District Centre in Allestree (Park Farm, 340387)   to the recently constructed route to the city centre along Kedleston Road.  At the Park Farm end it would link with the existing cycle route at Ferrers Way that continues through to Haslam’s Lane and round the north of the city to Breadsall.   There is therefore a high  degree of  network connectivity to be achieved by making this short link.

4.2.2 Diamond Drive  (376393) - Oakwood District Centre (382384)

By completing this section of approximately 1 kilometre, two District Centres, Oakwood and Allestree are linked by continuous cycle path across the north of the city again achieving a high degree of network connectivity. It is however recognised that parts the existing cycle route near Breadsall require much remedial work.

4.2.3
Oakwood District Centre (382384) – West Road /Acorn Way (392363)

The  route detailed above in 4.2.2 could continue along Wayfaring Road (not on the Strategic Cycle Network) to Wood Road (380383) and hence to Chapel Lane (383372).  Following the route designated in the Local Plan, it could continue to Maine Drive, Sanderson Road and linking through to the recently completed cycle path at the Acorn Way road crossing which leads into Spondon.  Although this a much longer section than those detailed in 4.2.1 and 4.2.2 above, the virtue of completing it,  is not just that useful gaps in the network will be filled, but additionally the large residential areas of Spondon and Oakwood become connected to each other.  Moreover, a substantial part of Chaddesden, through which the route passes, would also benefit from  this route.

4.2.4 Chapel Lane (383372) - Mayfield Road (373373)

If this is done in conjunction with 4.2.3 above,  Spondon becomes linked to centre of Chaddesden at Sussex Circus (376371).  Mayfield Road is also part of an existing  cycle route between Sussex Circus and the City Centre.  The addition of this comparatively short stretch greatly increases the connectivity of the cycle routes in this north-eastern quadrant of the city and provides scope for an Oakwood – City Centre cycle route (see 4.3.1 below).

4.2.5 Oregon Way (392364) – Raynesway (358389)

In linking these two points, the cutting between Oregon Way and the roundabout with Derby Road (not on the Strategic Cycle Network) would need to be used. Measures would also be required to enable cyclists to cross the roundabout in safety and access Raynesway, a recommendation that was made by the DCG in its 2002 report on Spondon (DCG 2002, page 5).  There was an additional recommendation in this report that an off road cycle path be constructed along Acorn Way between Derby Roundabout and the West Way Cycle Path.  One survey respondent  wrote:

‘this link [Acorn Way] is used by many cyclists commuting from the NE of Derby, in and out of the city, and is particularly hazardous in the winter as it is not street lit’. 

A further  rationale behind either of these two links is that Chaddesden and Oakwood would then be  connected, via the existing cycle paths on Raynesway,  through to the southern suburbs of Derby and NCN Route 6 to Melbourne and beyond.

4.2.6 Upper Moor Road (374327) – Wilmore Road (322355)/Victory Road (357333)

By completing this link through the Allenton District Centre to Whittington Street,  Lord Street and onto Wilmore Road  as designated on the Strategic Cycle Network,  Allenton is then effectively connected through to Sinfin and the heavily populated Stenson Fields housing estate.  The route takes in Shakespeare Street, Sinfin Lane and the large Rolls Royce complex on Wilmore Road.  If the route along Merrill Road is continued along Victory Road  to Osmaston Park Road (most of which is not on the Strategic Cycle Network), then cycle access is gained to yet more sections of the Rolls Royce complex  and to the nearby Sainsbury’s Super Store.  

4.2.7   Stenson Road  (318337) - Moorway Lane (323323)

This link would join up Stenson Fields area of Sinfin with Heatherton in Littleover, and with minor extension, go through to the East Midlands Nuffield Hospital.  These two densely settled areas   currently have virtually no direct physical link between them.  It is noted, however, that the alignment designated in the Local Plan and shown in the Derby Cycle Route Guide, has no infrastructure in place  and therefore, this route would require substantial construction work.  It remains, however, an important missing link in the network.

4.2.8
 Moorway Lane  (327327) – St Wystan’s Road (335353)

This link would go from Moorway Lane, where cycle route is already in place, and at the time of writing, more was being constructed, into Willson Road and  Valley Road.  The route would then  turn into South Avenue (342337) and following the designated Strategic Cycle Network, via Littleover shopping centre on Burton Road,  to St Wystan’s Road.  This link would connect another well frequented shopping centre to the city cycle route network.

4.2.9  Heatherton (321333) – Mickleover (307342)

By making this connection along the designated Strategic Cycle Network, or similar,   Mickleover  District Centre is brought onto the network and joined to neighbouring District Centres in  Derby.

4.2.10   Thurlcroft Close/Radbourne St (332367) – Markeaton      

 Roundabout (335370)

Making this link, which goes along the A38 (Kingsway),  would connect cycle routes coming in from Littleover and Mickleover  (NCN Routes 54 and 68) to Allestree and would provide a connection of value to cyclists out of all proportion to its relative shortness.  The DCG is aware however of the necessity for involvement of the Highway’s Agency in taking this project further.

4.3
Accessibility of the cycle route network: the provision of new radial cycle routes

The provision of new routes in this report takes the form of radial, commuter routes between suburb and city centre.   Many of  the main arterial roads in Derby are heavily used by cyclists and, in general, the conditions on these roads are not conducive to safe cycling.  Any measures taken to improve cyclists’ safety on these roads would  be welcomed.  This section describes, again in clockwise direction round the city, some key strategic routes some of which lie on main arterial roads in the city.  In all cases the start and finish of the cycle routes described should be taken the district centres of the suburb concerned and the city centre can be taken as Exeter Bridge (355364) on Derwent Street. 

4.3.1 Oakwood – City Centre

There is no direct arterial road between the city centre and Oakwood that would immediately suggest itself as a potential commuter route.  However if schemes  4.2.3 (Oakwood District Centre – West Road /Acorn Way) and 4.2.4 (Chapel Lane - Mayfield Road) were implemented this would provide  a link to the city centre, if not a particularly direct one.   The link would follow the existing cycle route between Sussex Circus and the City Centre.

4.3.2 Allenton – City Centre via Osmaston Road

While there already exists an off highway cycle path between Allenton and the City Centre via NCN Route 6 and Pride Park, the development of a cycle route along Osmaston Road would be beneficial to cyclists in view of the directness of this major arterial road in Derby.  A substantial part of Osmaston Road (city centre to junction with Ascot Drive (368332)) is already on the Strategic Cycle Network. 

4.3.3 Sinfin – Normanton - City Centre

As with Oakwood in 4.3.1 above, there is no direct arterial road between these suburbs and the city centre and the possibilities for a direct radial cycle route seem limited.  The Derby Cycle Route Guide  shows the Strategic Cycle Network route going from Sinfin Lane through to Derby Lane, the shopping centre on Stenson Road, Upperdale Road and through to the city via Normanton Road.  This could be the optimal route.  A cycle route  alignment from Normanton to the City via the Railway Station should also be seriously considered for its potential to improve accessibility to Normanton from the city centre.  

4.3.4 Littleover  – City Centre

Although Littleover has no established cycle route to the city centre,   Burton Road, upon which lies Littleover District Centre, provides the main arterial route to the city centre and appears to be well used by cyclists.  Although not on the Strategic Cycle Network, this road could be made safer for cyclists by the provision of cycle lanes.  One respondent to the survey wrote: 

‘as a cyclist who regularly uses Burton Road through Littleover and the Outer Ring Road  to get to work, I would appreciate anything you could do to make such commuter routes as this more cycle friendly.   On Burton Road the car traffic often queues back.    However, it is  neither clear, nor very safe, to go past the stationary cars on the inside or the outside.  In the end I usually do a mixture of both.   Can we have a cycle lane or even some line that encourages the cars to leave an obvious gap down the inside?’

The Strategic Cycle Network depicts a cycle route  going from Moorway Lane along  Valley Road onto the city centre via Carlton Road and Normanton Road.   Although not as direct as Burton Road,  it is somewhat quieter.   This link to the city centre could also be developed to overcome the lack of cycle routes in the area and to provide for commuters going to/from the city centre as well as giving Littleover residents greater accessibility to the city centre.

4.3.5 Derby City Hospital – City Centre (via Uttoxeter New Road)

Uttoxetter New Road is a major arterial road into the City Centre and the section between the junction with Kingsway (Outer  Ring Road) and the city centre is already on the Strategic Cycle Network.  The roundabout outside the City Hospital (327350) has already been provided with cycle paths.  If these cycle paths were extended from the roundabout along Uttoxeter New Road towards the  Kingsway junction in one direction and Mickleover shopping centre in the other, then Mickleover itself would be provided with a direct cycle link to the city centre and would be of much value to cycle commuters.  The existing NCN Route 54 from Mickleover to the city centre via Mackworth is considered too indirect to be regarded as a commuter cycle route.

4.3.6
Mackworth – City Centre
 

Windmill Hill Walk (312364) between Radbourne Lane and Prince Charles Avenue has sufficient room for both walkers and cyclists. The cycle route/path could continue along Prince Charles Avenue, via the District Centre (324368) to Ashbourne Road and hence to Markeaton Roundabout, as depicted in the Strategic Cycle Network.  The establishment of this route  would provide the Mackworth estate with a cycle path connection to the city centre, via existing cycle path on Queensway and Markeaton Street.

5
Priorities for cycling in Derby in  2005/06

The membership survey conducted by the DCG revealed no particular priorities insofar as each respondent had a different suggestion and some were of a generic nature rather than relating to a particular project.  So in order to obtain priorities for the 2005/06 financial year, some projects were selected from each of  the above three sections.  The three criteria used for prioritising within each category, were degree of utility to cyclists, likely economy of construction (value for money) and practicality  of implementation.  This third criteria refers to the likely absence of  complex land ownership issues over which the route passes and/or involvement of  agencies other than the Derby City Council.    Although the DCG  only regards itself as being able to comment authoritatively on the first criteria,  the Group is nonetheless mindful of  the need to take the other two criteria into account.

Taking the issues of network quality first, the improvement of illumination along sections of the NCN Routes identified above would be highly beneficial to cyclists insofar as safety in hours of darkness would be improved.   The placing of cycle route signs on shared use paths in Pride Park would also benefit cyclists through avoidance of  unnecessary conflicts with pedestrians over user rights.  In neither case would there be thought to be excessive costs or other impediments  in the way of implementation.

Regarding network connectivity, making links from Raynesway north into Chaddesden and Oakwood and east into Spondon,  as described in section 4.2 above, would be very effective in connecting some of the northern and southern suburbs of Derby. Apart from the safety measures required at the Roundabout on Derby Road,  little civil engineering would be thought necessary for these links and hence the schemes should be economical to implement.

There are three priorities for improving accessibility to areas poorly served by cycle routes, all of which lie in the south west quadrant of the city.  First, and without necessarily implying any priority in the order, would be to develop a cycle route corridor along Uttoxeter New Road between the City Hospital and city centre.  Second is the establishment of a cycle route from the existing cycle path in Heatherton, through Littleover,  to the city centre.  The third is to  have a cycle route from Sinfin District Centre through to the city centre via Upperdale Road, Normanton.  As with the connecting links just described,  the DCG does not anticipate there being costly engineering work required or other legal impediments to overcome in developing any of these cycle routes.

In summary then, the DCG’s  priorities for 2005/06 are, but again with no priority implied in the order presented:

i)
improve lighting on NCN Route 6 (Riverside Path).

ii) 
erect cycle route signs on shared use facilities in Pride Park

iii)
establish cycle routes to link Oakwood, Chaddesden and Spondon to Raynesway at Derby Road roundabout.

Provide cycle routes between city centre and:

iv) City Hospital along Uttoxeter New Road

v) Heatherton  village via Littleover

vi)
Sinfin District Centre via Normanton.

6
Concluding comments

The addition of  the cycle routes  described in section 4  to the network existing in late 2004, should greatly add to the attractiveness of cycling in the city.  The completion of the missing links detailed in section 4.2  would provide  a  complete circumferential cycle route round the city and make for direct connections between the principal District  Centres of Derby. While it is intended that these linking cycles routes will be primarily for utility purposes, the value of a continuous circumferential cycle round around the city for leisure purposes might also be considered. 

The radial routes described in section 4.3 should increase the accessibility to the city centre of areas which currently have no direct cycle route connection.   These routes, many of  which  are already  used by commuters,  effectively form spokes meeting at a hub in the city centre.  The places of intersection between these radial routes and the circumferential routes will form the principal nodes of the network.  In most places these  network nodes will be  the city’s suburban District Centres. 

The selection of priorities in section 4 was based on what might be of maximum utility  to cyclists  in the forthcoming 2005/06 financial year bearing in mind likely costs and other practicalities like land ownership issues.    However, rather than seeing the priority list, or indeed any of the schemes described above as definitive,  the DCG would prefer to discuss precise orders of implementation  and route alignments  with Derby City Council.  The key consideration is that all the necessary links and strategic routes are made so as to form a continuous cycle route network in Derby that maximises the potential for cycling. 

With reference to the forthcoming 2006–2011 LTP, it is again emphasised here that all the above schemes, through securing increases in cycling can address  all four of the Government’s key themes of   congestion, environment, safety and accessibility.   Cyclists’ safety will be improved,  the opportunities for modal shift away from car based travel will increase  contributing to the objectives of tackling congestion and improving the environment.  Improvements to accessibility through cycling have been made clear throughout the report.  Moreover the comparative low cost of  establishing the cycle route network, vis-à-vis the cost of  most other transport projects ensures they satisfy  good value for money criteria.

The DCG readily recognises that the completion of  the cycle route network is simply one element, albeit an essential one, in achieving the outcome of more people cycling.   The   cycle route network will clearly have to be implemented in conjunction with other transport policy measures such as traffic restraint, travel plans, safe routes to schools, cycle parking, cycle training and promotion, and public transport improvements. 

As always the DCG looks forward to working closely with the Derby City Council  to develop  the schemes described above and, in so doing,    contribute to  establishing a sustainable   transportation system in Derby.

The Derby Cycling Group

November 2004
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