Derby Cycling Group

(www.derbycyclinggroup.org.uk)

Comments on cycle facilities for the proposed Inner Ring Road development

While strongly opposing in principle the construction of new roads, the Derby Cycling Group views very favourably the proposed cycling facilities along this new road.  There are however some points in the plans that the DCG feels should be addressed or clarified in order to optimize the potential for cycling in Derby city. The below comments are offered with a view to achieving this end.

1. General Points

1.1. The DCG would appreciate having all plans as accessible as possible (online?) so that individuals can look at their area and do a more thorough review.
1.2. In view of the importance to cycling of these developments, the DCG would hope to have a series of meetings with Derby City Council as the scheme develops.

1.3. It is anticipated that the DCG will produce more detailed reports looking at specific parts of the new development.  
2. Points for clarification
2.1. Are cyclists to be allowed in the Friar Gate contraflow bus lane?

2.2. How do cyclists get onto the Friar Gate contraflow bus lane at the Ashbourne Road end? What happens at Cheapside/Wardwick junction?
2.3. Will Curzon Street still be for buses and cycles only going into town? What about coming out of town?

2.4. What is the idea behind the segregated bus/cycle lane approaching the roundabout at the end of Uttoxeter Road?

2.5. Details of how the five lane ends junction (Abbey Street, Curzon Street) will be treated – a plan?
2.6. We did not have the large scale plans for a couple of sections of the road, if it is possible to have a copy of these plans it would be useful to complete our survey:

· Stafford Street around Friary Street

· The new Ring Road between Normanton Road and Osmaston Road
3. Major Concerns
There are several areas with which we have particular concerns:
3.1. Five Lamps to St Alkmunds Way: a cycling disaster zone with vehicle speeds, double lanes cutting across the cyclists main route and the need for cyclists to cross multiple lanes being big problems for cyclists.

3.2. Uttoxeter Road/Ring Road roundabout: why is this a roundabout and not traffic light controlled? 

3.3. Stafford Street: single carriageway, likely to be busy and there are no cycle facilities (paths, lanes, advanced stop lines etc)
3.4. Burton Road/Normanton Road/Green Lane roundabout: Cycling disaster zone.

3.5. Rumours of certain bus lanes being barred to cyclists: this is not acceptable. Believe this is on Traffic Street where a bus lane will be by the central reservation – experienced cyclists may wish to use this to effect a right turn into London Road.

3.6. The best practice cycling features which are to be found on these plans need to be made standard at all locations:

3.6.1. The offset kerbs which  allow cyclists safe access from cycle paths onto the main carriageway are a great design feature. They must be used at ALL points where cycle paths join the main carriageway, including side roads. Examples:
· St Alkumnds Way/Ford Street by Willow Row (eg turning onto Ford Street from Willow Row (coming from Joseph Wright Centre).
· Leaving UttoxeterRoad roundabout along Uttoxeter Road, the Ring Road towards Abbey Street, and along Curzon Street.
· Leaving the Ring Road along Abbey Street in both directions
· Leaving the Burton Rd/Normanton Rd/Green Lane/Babington Lane roundabout in all directions.
3.6.2. Advanced stop lines need to be included at all traffic light controlled junctions, including the side roads.
4. St Alkmunds Way/Ford Street

4.1. Toucan crossing on Willow Row needs synchronising with the lights at Cathedral Row.
Currently you wait a long time, and there is a natural break in traffic flow when Cathedral Row turns to green (so this should mean fewer delays to vehicle traffic).
4.2. The central island at the same crossing point is currently nice and wide with plenty of space for pedestrians and cyclists to move without conflict. We are concerned that the narrowing of this central reservation will cause problems – the design needs to avoid the problems which can be witnessed at the new Bradshaw Way/London Road and Osmaston Road/RingRoad crossings where there is only enough space for pedestrians, but the island is shared use.
5. Friar Gate/Ford Street/Stafford Street Junction

5.1. Cyclists should be able to turn left at all “Ahead Only” routes (Friar Gate to Stafford Street, Friar Gate to Ford Street and Ford Street to Friar Gate) – could be “Except cycles” plate below a “no left turn” sign; small curved sections of green path could indicate cyclists allowed to turn left, otherwise we need a radius on the kerb (not a sharp square corner) to facilitate cyclist’s safe passage. 

5.2. Need cycle filter lanes and advanced stop lines at traffic lights on Stafford Street & Ford Street

5.3. Need provision for cyclists approaching the junction from the west on the Sustrans off-road cycle path to safely join the carriageway (toucans to cross Stafford Street and Friar Gate towards town)

6. Uttoxeter Road/RingRoad

6.1. Today this route into town is very easy and cycle friendly; Uttoxeter Road is not often very busy, and Curzon Street is a bus lane. The roundabout will put off inexperienced cyclists. Why is a roundabout needed at all (Cock Pitt is being turned into a traffic light control, cannot this junction as well (especially if Curzon Street is for buses and cycles). I would suggest each direction has its own phase (eg Uttoxeter Road traffic is all released together (turn left, straight ahead, turn right). This is least daunting for cyclists as there is no “crossing traffic”. 
6.2. I believe that Curzon Street will not have a traffic light phase; for cyclists wishing to remain on the road might this make it difficult to get onto the roundabout with all the other traffic coming round? Can an “at request” phase be utilised here (ie it only trips in if cars or cycles are actually waiting to leave Curzon Street). The alternative I believe is to use the crossings on the new Ring Road to get to Uttoxeter Road, for example.
7. New Ring Road Carriageway

There are many good features on the new carriageway – options to cycle on road, or on the cycle path; cyclists may use the path but join the road to retain right of way at junctions, and the offset kerbs allow them to do this without entering the main traffic flow. Great stuff. A couple of comments:

7.1. The offset kerbs are not used where the cycle path to enters a side road – this feature should be incorporated on the side roads as well as the ring road carriageway. It should become a standard feature where any new cycle path joins the main carriageway.

7.2. The access to the dropped kerb should be at a very oblique angle to minimise the change in direction required to use the offset kerb feature (on the plans this does not appear oblique enough for  a cyclist travelling at a reasonable speed – and to “stake your claim” to the right of way at the approaching junction, a certain amount of speed is necessary).

7.3. Where the carriageway crosses Gerard Street and Wilson Street, there is a crossing (toucan?) where it crosses Forrester Street there is no crossing; why is this, and what facilities will be available here to cross safely from one part of Forrester Street to the other?

8. Burton Rd/Normanton Rd/Green &Babington Lanes

This massive cycling turn-off needs careful analysis of all routes which cross it (looking at all the exit points from any given direction of approach) and needs looking at in this way several times, after each revision of the plans. Some initial comments:
8.1. There must be a contra flow cycle access to Green Lane from the roundabout, and an advanced stop line for those coming out of town.
8.2. There needs to be a contra flow cycle lane all the way up Babington Lane, with advanced stop lines at the roundabout

8.3. There appear to be traffic lights on the roundabout its self, and the possibility of putting toucan crossings over these and running cycle lanes across the island its self must be considered. [I believe this has been considered once and ruled out, but I  would urge a path running from Green Lane to Normanton Road to be considered again. A toucan would be required on the Normanton Road side, but I think that crossing towards Green Lane can be done while the Green Lane phase is on green. This would be a huge help in getting cyclists into town from the Normanton area].
8.4. We all need to look at alternative routes which avoid the need to cross this junction at all.
9. Bradshaw Way

The facilities which have been installed on Bradshaw Way as part of the Westfields development are not good enough, and the problems here need to be taken on board to make the rest of the ring road much better. The shared path up and down the road are nice and wide, and toucans are provided at all crossing points, but:

9.1. The toucan crossings and the islands are too narrow to accommodate pedestrians and cyclists side by side

9.2. Cyclists cannot leave or rejoin the main carriageway or the cycle paths – once you enter the zone on the road you are committed to remaining there, and the same if you enter on the cycle path.

9.3. The paths are ridiculously narrow on the corner of London Road and Bradshaw Way on both sides, but especially by the hospital, and also on the corner of Osmaston Road/RingRoad.

9.4. There are no on-road cycle facilities such as filter lanes or advanced stop lines

9.5. To join the main carriageway from the cycle path you have to enter the main flow of traffic;  there are no offset kerbs as on the rest of the new road.

10. Five Lamps to St Alkmunds Way

There are many problems in this area:

10.1. Two lanes of left turn traffic going down to St Alkmunds Way from KingStreet is deathly for any cyclist who wishes to cycle into town. The configuration will lead to high traffic speeds, and accidents will happen if cyclists try to exert a right of way. We strongly urge that only one lane of traffic descends to St Alkmunds Way to prevent racing drivers whizzing down the outer lane and pressurising drivers in the left lane (there is only one lane once you get to St Alkmunds carriageway its self).
10.2. Can a wide, easy flowing route be created to get up onto the new foot/cycle bridge, accessible via a cycle slip road on King Street? Coming out of town the route is much better for cyclists, and they may not need to use the bridge.

10.3. Cyclists coming down from the new footbridge and wishing to go down St Helens Street need a toucan crossing (activated by loop in cycle path).

10.4. Traffic flow between Kedleston Street & North Street can be reversed to reduce the number of lanes required at Five Lamps its self (what about a no right turn at this point, except cycles). Signage issues were mentioned if  Kedleston Street was used in this way, could a gantry sign be used to alleviate this problem? 
10.5. There is a big problem for cyclists coming along Duffield Road towards town and wanting to go down Lodge Lane/Bridge Street (three lanes of traffic to cut across). This is a key route for cyclists as it accesses a network of quiet roads including locations of University buildings and halls of residence. Can the (toucan?) crossing just past this junction have a slip installed for cyclists to allow them to cross and a length of cycle path installed back to Lodge Lane, with  the offset kerb feature to merge with the carriageway on Lodge Lane?
11. Future Actions
11.1. We would welcome further opportunities to discuss these and any other issues with you in more detail; in particular the following areas need further consideration:

· Five Lamps

· King Street/St Alkumnds junction

· Uttoxeter Road roundabout

· Burton Rd/Normanton Rd/Green &Babington Lane roundabout

11.2. We would welcome any access to a further copy of the plans which can be used by groups of DCG members to assess in more detail the effect of the new road on routes in their local area.
11.3. Finally, we would also like to have more information about the plans for routes and road layouts within the inner ring road, as this will enable us to assess alternative routes to those which cross the major cycling problem areas (which roads are one way, where will cycle lanes be installed, etc etc).
Tony Roelich

for Derby Cycling Group

June 2007
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