Council’s Environmental Policy -

The Council’s Environmental Policy is now six years old.  We are currently working on revising the policy.  As part of this process we are approaching a number of local groups and organisations to ask what they think of the Policy and the Council’s commitment to improving the environment, both locally and globally.  

The existing Policy provides the Council with its overall environmental direction.  It outlines the overall aims and working practices the organisation has adopted in this area, and provides a framework to develop more detailed projects and action plans.  It also acts as a guide for all other Council-wide strategies to consider and take account of the environmental implications they may have.  

The revised Policy, like the existing one, will cover a broad range of environmental issues and will outline what the Council can do to address them.  It will not be able to deal directly with the detail stemming from all of the issues that arise from the groups that are consulted, but will address the common issues that are raised in order to improve the environment for everyone.

Once we have carried out this exercise we will send you a draft copy of the policy to get your further thoughts and ideas.  This will be ready in the autumn.

Please refer to a copy of the existing Policy and answer the following questions: 

Question 1: What environmental issues are not addressed in the current Policy that the Council could potentially address or influence?  Please refer to the nine issue areas listed in the current Policy.

1. Conserving the rural/urban fringe of Derby from further building encroachment (ie peripheral ‘Green Belt’ development) is important for avoiding further urban sprawl, car base travel and general environmental  deterioration.  

Question 2: Please choose what you believe are the five most important environmental issues which should be covered by the Environmental Policy and list them in order of importance: 

1. 
Transport: definitely the most important through the contribution of this sector (principally road and air) to greenhouse gas emissions, landscape degradation and air, water and land pollution. 

2
Biodiversity:   Essential to preserve, if not enhance, in order to achieve a ‘liveable city’.
3.   
Energy: moves to renewable energy sources are essential to cut down pollution, resource depletion and green house gas emissions.
4.   
Pollution: the minimisation of this is fundamental to achieving a liveable city.
5.  
Health: a polluted and degraded city environment will compromise the health of its citizens.
In presenting this order of priority it is recognised that all five environmental issues are strongly inter-linked and so a rigid order of priority is difficult to achieve.
Question 3: With each of the environmental issues you have chosen, please suggest ways in which the Council could act on them:

1.
Transport: implement robust transport demand management policies through:
-
completing a comprehensive, city wide, high quality, cycle path network, well sign-posted and with secure, adequate and convenient cycle parking facilities at strategic locations (eg. At transport interchanges and large traffic generating employers) 

-
increasing the safety of vulnerable road users through giving greater priority to pedestrians and cyclists at road junctions and crossings.

-
promoting the integration of bus/rail travel through better connections, inter-ticketing etc.

-
further restricting city car parking

-
restricting urban fringe developments that generate much car based traffic

-
give serious consideration to implementing congestion charging
-
provide as much incentive as possible to home-zones, car pooling/sharing and slower speed initiatives

-
 introducing revenue support for public transport to encourage greater uptake and hence modal shift

While the DCG prioritises transport as the most important environmental issue 

there is not necessarily any intended order of priority in the above list of  recommendations.  For environmental issues 2-5, identified under Question 2, 
detailed policies for implementation are beyond the remit of the Derby Cycling 
Group.  The DCG would however contend that delivery of the policies outlined 
above under Transport would greatly assist the improvement of the other four 
environmental issues.

Question 4: How do you think we could raise the importance of the environment, not only within the City Council, but also within the city.
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Within the City Council the importance of environmental issues could be raised by devoting as many resources as possible to developing further internal Travel Plans and other energy saving issues.  It is also important that the Council is seen to be committed to Travel Plans by ensuring that those submitted are adhered to.  This could be done by annual audits, for instance.  It is  always important that the Council leads by example.





The importance of the environment within the city itself will be recognised through the City Council seriously implementing its Environment Policy.  On the basis that actions speak louder than words, only by the City Council showing a serious commitment to enact its Environment Policy will the importance of the environment be recognised by the citizens of Derby.








