Strategic Integrated Transport Studies – Osmaston Road Corridor

Possible improvements to cycling conditions along Osmaston Road Corridor between City Centre, (Bradshaw Road)  and Chellaston (junction with A50)

Osmaston Road is a major arterial road serving Derby and often has  heavy  traffic.  Its directness however makes it potentially attractive for utility cycling and ways of increasing the safety of this road for cyclists, and other non-car users, needs considering. When assessing options for different types of route, a  "hierarchy of measures" is often applied:

1. Traffic reduction 

2. Speed reduction 

3. Junction treatment and traffic management 

4. Redistribution of the carriageway 

5. Off-road provision 

(see: http://www.nationalcyclingstrategy.org.uk/infrastructure.html) 

In the case of Osmaston Road, traffic reduction beyond current levels may not be realistic and neither might speed reduction below the existing limit in view of the strategic importance of the route for motorised traffic.  However, strict enforcement of speed limits along the road is likely to help the situation for both cyclists and pedestrians.  Junction treatment and traffic management would certainly be beneficial cyclists especially at the roundabouts and major intersections and it is evident from the submitted plan (ORC/PB/OD/ADS/WP4800/01) that various junction improvements are planned. 

This still leaves the stretches of road between the junctions to consider.  In the case of Osmaston Road, redistribution of the carriageway in favour of establishing cycle lanes is worthy of further investigation as the other option of off road provision is limited. In parts, the width of the existing footpaths alongside Osmaston Road present an attractive option for shared cycle/pedestrian usage but the intrusion of lamp posts, bus stops, telephone boxes and other street side furniture often renders this option problematic. 

It is noted that the section from Bradshaw Way along Osmaston Road to Ascot Drive lies on the City Council’s proposed strategic cycle network.   Most of this stretch of road would appear wide enough for a cycle lane along both sides. However, to use part of the very wide footpaths on the bridge over the railway as cycle lanes would appear feasible as here there is no obstructing  street furniture.

The existence of   pedestrian refuges in the centre of the road at various points along the entire route narrows the road at these points and threatens the safety of cyclists.  Much of  the left hand side of Osmaston Road in the inward direction has dedicated street side residential parking and this presents a threat to city bound cyclists from opening car doors.

The junction of Osmaston/Chellaston Road and the Outer Ring Road (Spider Island) is particularly threatening for cyclists.  The existing cycling facilities serve cyclists going in east-west directions rather than the north-south direction of the Osmaston Road corridor.  Similarly Allenton Distrct Centre presents cyclists with challenges from  potential  conflict with both moving and stationary (parked) traffic.

Between Shelton Lock and Chellaston  the road  narrows and it is questionable whether there is enough room for a cycle lane in both directions either on the road or the adjacent  footpath.   Some improvements in the infrastructure at the A50 roundabout are required for city bound  cyclists entering Chellaston Road.

In summary, consideration should be given to placing cycle lane along both sides of the road wherever practical between the city centre and Chellaston.   Where this is not possible/desirable but where footpath widths permit, then having joint  pedestrian/cycle lanes adjacent to the road should be considered.   
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