Strategic Integrated Transport Studies – Uttoxeter Road Corridor

Possible improvements to cycling conditions along Uttoxeter Road Corridor between City Centre, (Curzon Street/Friary Street)  and Mickleover  (Mickleover Court Roundabout)

This report follows a previous one from the Derby Cycling Group, on behalf of the Derby LTP Steering Committee, on the  Osmaston Road Corridor.    As with  Osmaston Road,  Uttoxeter Road,  is a major arterial road serving Derby and often has  heavy  traffic.  Its directness however makes it potentially attractive for utility cycling and ways of increasing the safety of this road for cyclists, and other non-car users, needs considering.  This report applies the same methodology as the Osmaston Road report and applies the below  "hierarchy of measures" to assess the options available for  improving cycling conditions:

1. Traffic reduction 

2. Speed reduction 

3. Junction treatment and traffic management 

4. Redistribution of the carriageway 

5. Off-road provision 

(see: http://www.nationalcyclingstrategy.org.uk/infrastructure.html) 

While traffic reduction on such a strategic route as the Uttoxeter Road may be difficult, it is noted that for much of the length of the corridor a speed limit of 40 mph applies.  A reduction of this speed limit to 30 mph would improve safety for both cyclists and pedestrians.  Junction treatment and traffic management would certainly be beneficial for cyclists and it is evident from the submitted plan (Uttoxeter New Road Strategic and Burton Road Corridor Improvements)  that various junction improvements are anticipated.   In particular it is essential at these junctions that consideration is given to the safety of cyclists going straight on where they have to cross a lane of left turning traffic.   This is a particular concern at the junction with the A511 Outer Ring Road and at Uttoxeter Old Road (Rowditch). 
For  the stretches of road between the junctions,  the redistribution of the carriageway in favour of establishing cycle lanes would be the favoured option as, in all but a few places the other option of off road provision is limited through narrowness of the footpath.   In most places the width of the road throughout the corridor would be judged more than sufficient to allow for on road cycle lanes on both carriage ways.  There are however some place where both the road and the footpaths narrow significantly rendering both on road and off road provision difficult.  This is especially the case between Station Road/Kipling Drive and  west of  Brierfield Way, Here,  fast moving traffic passing the end of Brierfield Way makes it particularly difficult for cyclists to reach the other side of Uttoxeter Road.    However the reduction of the existing speed limit from 40 to 30 mph along the entire length of the road would  enhance cyclists’ safety at these ‘pinch points’.
A further feature of hindrance to cyclists along certain parts of  the Uttoxeter Road corridor  is the presence of parked cars on the carriage way.  This is particularly noticeably on Etwall Road in  Mickleover Village and at the Rowditch junction.  Any  improvements to the corridor should see the removal of on-road car parking wherever possible and the reallocation of  the road space for cycle lanes.
While not designated in the plans for improvement, the round about at the Mickleover Court  Hotel, is potentially dangerous for cyclists.  The roundabout is however encircled by a footpath. If appropriate dropped kerbs were provided between  the footpath and the carriage way, then the existing footpath could become a shared use path between pedestrians and cyclists.

One further specific improvement required on the Uttoxeter Road corridor is at the large roundabout outside the City Hospital.  This roundabout  has been provided with some excellent cycling facilities and the cycle route across it is a vast improvement on the original system.  There remains however one shortcoming.  On approaching the roundabout along Uttoxeter New Road in the city bound direction, the cyclist is required to cross traffic lanes to access the cycle paths across the roundabout.  The  Advanced Stop Line for cyclists that exists here is not really of much assistance.  What is required is for the present cycle lane on the approach to the roundabout, to be altered  to guide cyclists off the carriage way and turn them so that they cross the road using  the existing toucan crossing.  The timing of the lights at this crossing also needs altering to a sequence more  favourable  to  cyclists in order to avoid excessive waits and/or  cyclists crossing the road on the red.
In summary, the following actions are  recommended along the Uttoxeter Road Corridor. 

1 Reduction of  40 mph speed limits to 30 mph

2 Removal of  on carriage way car parking

3 Provision of cycle lanes on both sides of the road where ever width permits.

4 Provision of  appropriately placed dropped kerbs at Mickleover Court Roundabout

5 Improvement of  cyclists’ city bound approach  to  the City Hospital Roundabout

While the intention to improve the junctions identified in the plan is welcomed, the Derby Cycling Group would like to be offered the chance to comment on the detailed plans for each junction when they become available.

Martin Aldred, Ian Alexander, Alastair Johnson, Alan Locke, Les Sims,  John Stubbs, Esther Wadsworth for Derby Cycling Group on behalf of Derby LTP Steering Group.
Tuesday 22nd November, 2005
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