Derby Area Transport Study

Objectives, Problems and Strategies

Summary of  presentation by Andy Skinner, MVA DATS Project Manager to Derby LTP Steering Group 19th January 2005 and Wider Reference Group Workshop, 2nd March 2005

The presentation informed the 2nd  Derby Joint Local Transport Plan, covering the period up to 2011, and  gave a strategic overview of  transport issues in Derby  to 2021.  Four principal areas were covered:

1 Current and future local transport problems

Current problems identified were excessive vehicle noise, poor air quality, traffic congestion effecting both cars and buses, lack of bus/rail integration and too many accidents.  Future problems identified were factors raising the demand for travel such as land use development, household income, car  prices and company car ownership.  As the costs of  car travel will likely reduce due to Government predicted declines in fuel costs from greater engine efficiency, increased car usage will result.  This situation will be exacerbated by there being little change in parking charges in real terms while  train and bus fares are predicted to increase by around 1% pa in real terms.

2 Key principles informing future transport policy

Four key principles emerged:

I
In line with the Government thinking, transport policies should aim, in the following order of priority, to: 
· reduce the number of motorised journeys

· increase  the use of alternatives to the car

· optimise the available road capacity

· only provide new road capacity as a last resort

II
There should be no more ‘predict and provide’ transport policies.  III
Transport policies must recognise that induced traffic (unmet demand) is not only caused by building more and bigger roads and implementing better traffic management but  also by  public transport improvements. To the extent that public transport improvements  promote modal shift,  they in themselves will induce still more car traffic. 
IV
Road capacity should only be increased where demand restraint measures, principally distance base road pricing, operate to stem induced traffic.
Unless, and until,  road pricing is introduced the challenge is to adopt transport policies that minimise economic disbenefits, like  congestion,  but simultaneously minimise the erosion of benefits from  induced traffic.

3 Transport strategy and plan development

Using the first of the key principles outlined above, the focus of transport strategy will be on measures that affect large areas of the city rather than any detailed intervention.  Key elements of the 2021 strategy are likely to involve reducing the demand to travel while promoting alternatives to the car.

4 A vision of a transport strategy for Derby

Applying the strategy identified in (3) above, the vision is based on:

· enhancing local facilities accessible by walking and cycling

· central city location of services wherever possible

· development of bus services rather than trams and trains

· retention of radial bus services while refraining from circumferential ones
· adjusting bus operations to maximise benefits across the entire transportation system

· introducing  price-based car traffic restraint schemes

· use of revenues from charges to finance bus service improvements
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