Representation to the Derby Inner Ring Road Public Inquiry

by the Derby Cycling Group.

23rd April, 2007

The Derby Cycling Group (DCG) would like to make the following representations to the public inquiry into the Connecting Derby project to build the remaining part of the city’s inner ring road.

We oppose the principle of the inner ring road. We oppose the building of the new road on the basis that providing additional road space has been proven in many instances to generate more traffic. The location of the road close to the city centre means that additional traffic will be directed close to the city. The new road would ‘suck’ traffic from the outer ring road.  There will be an increase in exhaust and noise pollution. We would prefer alternatives such as improvements to public transport, walking and of course cycling provision to be undertaken instead.

In the event of the inner ring road being approved, we would however want to see that direct, safe and easy access to all areas on the City side of the road are available to cyclists travelling from outside of it. We want to see cycle friendly infrastructure included along the entire length of the proposed scheme. To this end we ask the inquiry that the City Council be required to discuss the detailed plans for the ring road and its linking routes and access points with the DCG, to ensure that this access to the City Centre is achieved. There are several reasons why we would like to ask for this action on the part of the City Council:

To attain the levels of cycling within the city targeted as part of its Cycle Demonstration Town status is a major commitment by the City Council, and to go further and attain cycling levels (along with walking and public transport use) which are required to reach greenhouse emissions reductions currently planned by the government and world organisations is an order of magnitude greater. We cannot afford to build barriers to cycling, otherwise attainment of these targets becomes highly unlikely.

The DCG have briefly seen plans for most of the inner ring road route, and there are many innovative cycle-friendly features in the design of the new inner ring road carriageway its self, however the best features need to be made standard on the rest of the route, and many junctions as currently designed are very effective barriers to cycling by the general public. Each route across the ring road needs to be reviewed in detail, from the cyclist’s point of view, from all directions of approach, and all exits, and priority given to their easy, safe crossing of these junctions.

As examples of problems caused by the ring road for cyclists; access to and from the City Centre along Uttoxeter Road and Burton Road in particular are very straightforward today by bicycle; under the new plans large roundabouts present tremendous obstacles to cycling; they will make it difficult to encourage new people to become cyclists and ride these routes into the City. Other problems exist in the Five Lamps area, Osmaston Road, and we need to check that access to side roads which are closed to vehicular traffic is available to cyclists etc.

Finally, the Derby Cycling Group made a response to an earlier consultation exercise for the inner ring road, clearly stating our reasons for opposing the new road, but this response is not currently on the project’s files. It is partly for this reason that we have decided to formally ask for our involvement in reviewing the current detailed plans.

The DCG has a good working relationship with the cycling officers from the City Cou ncil. We have also been encouraged by the positive response from the Connecting Derby team regarding our recent communications, and whilst we disagree with the building of the new road, would make a positive contribution to the project, if it is approved, to ensure the best possible provision for cyclists.

This submission has been made by the Derby Cycling Group Committee, on behalf of its members. The Derby Cycling Group campaigns for improvements in cycling provision in the Derby area.

Tony Roelich,

Derby Cycling Group
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