The 2006-2011 Local Transport Plan (LTP) for Derby

Some recommendations from the Derby Cycling Group (DCG)

Taking the Government’s  key themes for the forthcoming LTP – accessibility, congestion, safety and environment,  the DCG believes that cycling has a vital contribution to make to all four themes and would not want cycling categorised into any one theme alone.  The Government’s  The Future of Transport (DfT 2004) states, 

‘Local travel [is to be] enhanced through creating a culture and improved quality of local environment so cycling and walking are seen as an attractive alternative to car travel for short journeys, particularly for children’.

By promoting cycling as an alternative to the car for short journeys, this can be an essential part of strategies to reduce congestion and improve the environment.  To this end the DCG would stress the need for the new LTP to contain plans for reducing congestion and improving the environment by reducing traffic levels rather than enhancing road capacity.   

As cycling has a low cost base it can also be an important part of accessibility planning and the consequent reduction of social exclusion.  With a comprehensive  cycle route network in place (whether segregated or non-segregated from highway) cyclists’ safety will be improved and the desired outcome of more people cycling will be of benefit to public health.

In the specific case of accessibility planning, the LTP Accessibility Guidance, says very little about cycling (or walking) and instead indicates the use of public transport as the principal means of addressing this issue. 

(DfT 2004 Accessibility Planning Guidance, 3rd August). 

http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_localtrans/documents/page/dft_localtrans_030119.pdf
 While the DCG always supports the promotion of public transport, it is also argued that Derby’s LTP should contain clear plans for using cycling (and walking) to combat accessibility problems.    Public transport is often unsuitable for short journeys, especially where service frequencies are low,  for  journeys in congested corridors in the rush hour, for evening  and weekend journeys and for suburb to suburb circumferential journeys. In Derby the effectiveness of public transport is further reduced by the absence of cross-city bus services and the lack of  integration between bus and rail services. All of these factors mean that cycling has an important role in complementing public transport.

The DCG notes with much satisfaction a substantial improvement in the development of the cycle  network in Derby since the mid 1990s.  There remain however several large suburban areas, with no direct cycle route access to the city centre.  Within the suburbs them, accessibility is also compromised by there being many missing links in the cycle route network. To improve cycling accessibility to these areas, the DCG recommends the provision of safe cycle routes between  Derby City Centre and:

i) City Hospital along Uttoxeter New Road

ii) Heatherton  village via Littleover

iii) Sinfin District Centre via Normanton.

Additionally, cycle accessibility in the north east of the city would be greatly improved by linking Link Oakwood, Chaddesden and Spondon to Raynesway with cycle routes.  A more comprehensive discussion of these proposals and the ways in which cycling can address accessibility issues in Derby is detailed in a separate document (see Cycling in Derby in 2004: where to next? DCG, November 2004 ).  

The DCG notes that the new LTP guidance stresses the need to be able to demonstrate outcomes rather than just detail inputs and outputs.  Taking a desired outcome of more people on bicycles, the achievement of this outcome will require more than just the provision of cycling infrastructure.  While the provision of a comprehensive cycle route network is seen by the DCG as being necessary to increase cycling levels this, on its own will not be sufficient. Consequently in addition to the provision of cycle friendly infrastructure, the DCG would wish to see the forthcoming LTP address the following issues: 

· Development planning that sees jobs and services located closer centres of population in order to reduce the need to travel in the first place.  This should be a key aspect of Transport Demand Management.

· Further development of  Business Travel Plans, Safe Routes to School, Cycle Training programmes, 20mph zones, cycle promotional events etc.,  to encourage cycling instead of car usage.  The DCG commends the Derby City Council on the steps it has already taken on developing cycle training and doing promotional events and would wish to see this continued and reinforced in the new LTP.

· Public transport improvements through, for example, more   concessionary fares, better coordination of timetables and fares between different bus and train operators and more direct bus services to/from the railway station. 

· Pedestrian – Public Transport integration through improving access to bus shelters and providing greater security for public transport users particularly at night.

· Cycling – Public Transport integration through better railway/bus station accessibility for cyclists and  improved cycle parking/storage at  railway/bus stations.   

The identification of revenue funding will doubtless be necessary to support some of the above measures particularly for maintenance, promotion and training programmes.  The DCG emphasises the need to see cycling as a part of a package of measures which taken as a whole will address the Government’s four key themes and produce a sustainable transportation system for Derby.

Derby Cycling Group

November 2004.
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