Derby Cycling Group, 19:30, Tuesday 6th March  2007, The Brunswick Inn (Function Room), Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU

http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=436121&Y=335645&A=Y&Z=1
Minutes

Present (13): 

Martin Aldred MA, Ian Alexander IA, Mark Brown MB, David Clasby DC, Andrew Harrison AH, Alastair Johnson AJ, John Palmer JP, Martin Quarton MQ, Tony Roelich TR, Les Sims LS, Bella Stewart BS,  John Stubbs JS,  David Waldram DW.
Apologies:  Alan Locke, Mike Madin,  Barbara Rathbone,  Mavis Ratcliffe, Esther Wadsworth
Chair: Ian Alexander
1 Minutes of  February  Meeting 

Accepted without amendment
2 Matters Arising (not covered under  main agenda)

None

3
Events 

LS reported that two cycle events were being organised by Sustrans and two by DCG.  Another ride had been requested from MacMillan Cancer Support which will be Mickleover – Eggington on Saturday June 9th . AJ asked about marshalls but LS said this should be covered.
BS gave the following update: 

Cycle Derby Events Calendar: Update 6 March 2007: Bella 

Festival: 21 March – 10 November – getting the information out there

An events calendar (a draft is being circulated at the meeting) will be distributed to every household via the Your Derby magazine w/c 19 March.

The DET Family Editor will be running a feature article. Shift and Sprocket cartoon strip and joint competition tbc.  

RAM FM and BBC Radio Derby will both promote the Festival through interviews with Cycle Derby staff. RAM FM want a RAM Tandem. BBC want o get information on routes and rides out there.

Trader cartoon strip confirmed.

BLine April issue to include a feature article and including Bike to School Week.

University and College film and animation students have been commissioned to produce films by Cycle Derby and the BBC for screening at the Bike Film Festival, Market Place Big Screen and BBC/Cycle derby websites.

Media briefing rides planned to coincide with launch of cycle map and leisure route guides.

All registered members and contacts plus schools, colleges, University, Doctors surgeries, Sports and Community Centres, Council receptions etc will all receive calendar posters and invitation posters for the Public Open Meeting

Launch of the Festival with Public Open Meeting on 21st at 6.30pm for 7pm start at Derby Cricket Club, 24th Market Place event and BMX club, 25th Ride led by Mark and Dave. All participants will receive a Festival Calendar at these events.

TBC

We are still waiting for a large number of items to be confirmed or are still developing some, including the following. Items will be updated onto the web as they are confirmed after 14 March.

DCC-led mums and daughters/ womens only rides programme (tbc Thursday)

DCC-led on- and off-road and challenging rides (tbc by 14 March)

B-Active Celebration Day detail (30 June)

Events listings from most clubs, we have had responses currently from 3 clubs (many held their AGM and planning meetings at the end of February)

Cycling History Day at Arboretum Park

Cycle speed dating and Midnight Rides – both starting in October

Date of Tour de France Roadshow

Quiz nights x2 – location and dates tbc

Dr Bike events and workshops

Events on parks – dates, bookings

Heritage rides tbc with Derby Civic Society

Questions for DCG

Please confirm where and when.and what kind of involvement you would like at events. 

You can have a stand for information and recruitment or are you able to run Dr Bikes and cycle parks etc. 

Please advertise the Festival of Cycling on your website.
DW asked about EcoFest and BS confirmed it will take place in September

LS asked about posters for events – BS replied that  a few might be done but there are too many events to do posters for all.

DC asked about logging onto CycleDerby website – BS said it would go live on 21st March and DC urged that an effort be made to have people register on it.

DC suggested that credit card size information cards on CycleDerby be available for distribution. BS to investigate further.

4
Derby Cycle Forum
JS reported on:

I
 delays with opening up Deadman’s Lane owing to liability issues with Midland Mainline own the site.  DCG will keep pushing for a swift resolution at future Cycle Forum meetings
II
lack of upgrading Markeaton Street to Queensway of cycle path by University of Derby. DC pointed out that University want to a have a road to Sturgis site and hence not prepared to upgrade cycle track.

BS reported on Heatherton development for housing going ahead and input needed upon cycle facilities required. BS recommended contact with Lucy Care.  
LS raised issue of alternative routing  for NCN Route 54 to go along Markeaton Street to Markeaton Roundabout rather than along its current route along Friargate. This alternative route would be preferable due to the new cycle path development along Kingsway (A38)
DW raised issue of disappearing cycle stands in city centre. BS said this was under control of Westfield.
5
CTC/CCN Conference
MB thanked AJ, JP and JS for setting up booking system but express concern regarding urgent need to confirm  speakers as this is needed to promote bookings
BS and Helen Ross both confirmed as speakers
Replacement for Vicki Hill still being sought.  

BS still trying to get confirmation from  British Cycling that they will sent a speaker

DC said that Bicycologists (grassroots cycle promotion organisation) will be sending a speaker

Roger Greffen to be given space to speak

JS also to speak

The following actions were confirmed:

I
MB to prepare a draft conference agenda based on the above

II
MB and conference sub-comittee to go to Waterfall and see how everything is laid out in preparation for conference.  Date: Tuesday 13th March, 19.30.
III
BS and MB to arrange list of requirements which will be finalised at  Tuesday’s meeting.

IV
MB and DC to arrange some young people to assist on day of conference.  

Other points raised:

I
All beverages to be served in disposable cups to facilitate cleaning

II
Saturday evening meal – location to be decided but Waterfall to be considered

III
DC responded to Mayor’s offer to open conference but still awaiting response. 

IV
MB has booked some stands for cycle exhibitions at conference.

6
Campaigning issues and DCGs role

JS read out email he had received  that opposed the new bus lane development on Duffield Road

LS reported favourably on the new traffic layout on Duffield Road. DC remarked that he while he favoured it for the most part,  there was a ground swell of  Walter Evans parents against it and that some cyclists have problems with cars overtaking them on the outbound carriage way.  Meeting agreed that whilst it was in general a favourable development, everyone should make an effort over the coming weeks to experience it at first hand.
The following three priorities were  identified at February meeting:

1
Completion of the membership debate and rapid implementation of its conclusions

2
Raising awareness of cycling with City Councillors and getting them to take an active interest in cycling in the city – an enabler for future campaign work.

3
Use of the forthcoming CTC Conference as a catalyst to raise the profile of the DCG within the City by getting the event covered extensively in the Press and having promotional events in the period leading up to the Conference and getting City Councillors to attend.
TR  said nothing yet had been set up to meet city councillors from each of political parties but he had started drafting out the key points to raise with councillors.

TR outlined three objectives: first to get contact with the councillors, second to get them to attend\CTC conference and thirdly apply pressure to get cross party support for cycling projects. It was stressed that cycling not to be used as a political football  between parties.

The meeting fully endorsed these three objectives and thanked TR for his work.  Of the other points raised:
I
DC said that cycling must be embedded into planning and economic development and transportation policy.

II
BS raised points about need to have contact with Area Panels and get involved at appropriate time, as these have much influence.

III
TR stressed need to keep contact with city councillors 

IV
BS talked of possibility to contact Overview and Scrutiny committee to get decisions which had been unfavourable to cycling reviewed 

AJ, MB and JP to investigate direct payment methods, or any variation of, for ease of subscription collection.  AJ, MB and JP  to report

JP reported that PayPal  now been set up and this will facilitate payment of membership fees.  AJ reported that PayPal is not robustly regulated but should not be a problem when only dealing small amount.  

Favoured option for payment of membership fees would be just electronic transfer of funds

7 AOB

BS said a city cycle route new map and leisure routes guides were being prepared.  Meeting was asked to consider what routes to recommend.

IA ordering new sweatshirts for CTC. 

There being no further business the meeting ended 21.15

Next meeting: 19.30 (7.30pm), Tuesday 3rd April 2007, The Brunswick Inn (Function Room), Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU.
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