Derby Cycling Group, 19:30, Tuesday  2nd October 2007, The Brunswick Inn (Function Room), Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU.http://www.streetmap.co.uk/streetmap.dll?G2M?X=436121&Y=335645&A=Y&Z=1
Minutes

Present: (15)
Martin Aldred MA, Ian Alexander IA, David Clasby DC, Alan Locke AL, Andy Harrison AH, Alastair Johnston AJ, Les Sims LS, John Palmer JP,  Martin Quarton MQ, Barbara Rathbone BR, Tony Roelich TR, John Stubbs JS, Esther Wadsworth EW, David Waldram. 

Visitor: Andy Roberts, Cycling Officer, Derby City Council

Apologies: Steven Crispin, Mark Brown, Mike Madin, Mavis Ratcliffe,  Bella Stewart, 
Chair: Ian Alexander

1 
Minutes of  September  Meeting

JS pointed out a second draft had been done and previously circulated. This was accepted without alteration
2 
Matters Arising 

Covered under main agenda

3
Events 

i
East Midlands Cycle Forum, 11.00 Saturday 13th October

JS informed meeting that this event had been postponed to next Spring owing to closure of Chesterfield Railway Station at weekends in October/November. 

ii
Future of Go Wild rides for 2008.
LS said as public support had been very small it was not worth continuing. DC suggested better publicity was required and the rides needed linking into another event. Anyone wanting to take on the organisation Go Wild rides to let JS know. 
iii
CTC Slide Show

7.30pm ,13th October, Etwall Village Hall, Etwall

4
Campaigns Update

1
Proposed new road between University of Derby Markeaton Street Campus and Kedleston Road

DC reported on a very successful campaign to oppose this scheme saying there had been a cross party vote of 8 to 1 against it at the Council meeting where it was debated. Rather than just the high profile demonstration, he attributed the success of the campaign in large measure to the long standing background work of Friends of the Markeaton Brook through their extensive lobbying of local councillors and building up a network of resistance.  He also pointed out that this success was an opportunity for the DCG to open dialogue with other local groups concerned with this opposition. It is particular, he emphasised, for the DCG  to pressurise the City Council to insist that the University carries out its obligation under the existing Section 106 agreement to upgrade the existing cycle path at end of Markeaton Street.  JS to raise this matter at next Derby Cycle Forum meeting. Action JS/AL
2
Outcome of meeting with Councillor Banwait (DC, JS & Bella Stewart)
JS reported  that Councillor Banwait, Cabinet member for Planning and Transportation, had expressed a keen desire to raise the profile of cycling in Derby and requested a series of meetings, initially monthly, with representatives from DCG, Cycle Derby and Sustrans to progress this. The issue of city centre cycling parking was raised and he requested firm proposals as to how this should be improved.   DC emphasised the need to  engage very positively with this and  give it full support.  AH suggested having Councillor Banwait  photographed on a bicycle would be good publicity.  JS and DC to collate necessary information. Action JS/DC
3
Closure of Cathedral Green and cycle path.

AL  reported that  the protest against this closure was very successful as it embarrassed CityScape, had given  Cycle Derby  more power and raised the profile of the DCG.   He continued that Cityscape had tried to devise an alternative but it was unsatisfactory.  CityScape has said  that in future they would consult much more closely with concerned groups. Although the cycle path had been temporarily reopened it  will have to close again very soon when project developments continue.

DC suggested a cycle path on the grass verge and contra flow cycling on Full  Street. Andy Roberts  said that contra flow was not practical to proceed with   but there would be track on the verge within the next few weeks. 
TR asked what will happen when the bridge closes. AR reported that he was not sure, but  consultations would take place over this. 
AL informed meeting that many cycle routes, such as at Cathedral Green, are  just permissive paths not rights of way. It was suggested that we should request the council to clarify the status of the paths, Right of Way or permissive, for future reference. DC  argued that regardless of legal status it is just correct business practice to inform, and consult with, interested parties before making substantial alterations and that clear guide lines needed establishing. JS/AL to take to next  Derby Cycle Forum
Meeting decided that the issue should be raised with Councillor Banwait at next meeting. Action JS and DC
4
Bradshaw Way (held over from August meeting)

JS pointed out the street furniture obstructions that compromised the quality of the new cycles on this road and particularly on Traffic Street.  LS pointed out dangerous turning for cyclists going from London Road into Traffic Street. Regarding the alternative of using the wide footpath,  BR said that with the opening of the new Marks and Spencer this corner could be very busy and hence unsuitable for cycling.  Andy Roberts to examine situation.
Interested DCG members should email JS on their preference for the revision of the London Road/Traffic street roundabout so that  DCG  can take forward in any future talks such as a shared use pavement or a single traffic lane with on-road cycle path or other alternative. Action all.
5
Deadman’s Lane now open!

JS informed meeting on the long-campaigned for reopening of this route.
6
City Centre Cycle Parking

Andy Roberts, Cycling Officer, Derby City Council asked what  kind of cycle stands,  how many, and where they should be located.   Also required to know what the views were on having cycle lockers.  JS requested that anyone present with interest in matter of city centre cycle parking should email their views to him ASAP especially in view of  forthcoming meeting with Councillor Banwait.  Answers to following questions required:

I
precise location of where more cycle stands needed?

II
type of cycle stand preferred?

III
whether DCG should press for more cycle lockers and if so where?

To assist with this,  JS to attach to minutes a draft inventory of existing cycle stands and others to check its accuracy.  JS/DC to collate information for both Councillor Banwait and Andy Roberts.  Action ALL

7
Roundhouse development, Pride Park

JS pointed out how security issues had prevented the construction of cycle path parallel to railway as had been originally hoped for by DCG. Instead a route through the new development was being initiated but there would be restricted opening of this.  Generally concern was express over this. Matter to be raised at next Derby Cycle Forum. Action JS/AL
5
6Cs Congestion Management Study

Held over to next time. JS to report
6
Membership issues 

TR to send in proposals  for committee approval and discussion at next meeting. Action TR

7
Newsletter

AH reported on how he is putting together next newsletter and appealed for any news/articles. Action all. JS recommended publication around end October/beginning November.
8
AOB

AL reported St Alkmund’s bridge to open on 20th October.

DC reported on success of BMX meetings and possible upgrading of existing BMX track at Alvaston Park to national standard

MQ reported on initial discussions with Brunswick Inn to improve cycle parking facilities there.

JS thanks IA for chairing and in order to spread workload raised possibility of rotating the chair at future meetings.

Next meeting: 19.30 (7.30pm), Tuesday 6th November 2007, The Brunswick Inn (Function Room), Railway Terrace, Derby DE1 2RU.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.20

Summary of Actions:

1
JS and AL to take to next Derby Cycle Forum

-
need for University to be required to carry out Section 106 agreement on Markeaton cycle path upgrade 

-
concern over cycle path development at Roundhouse (Pride Park)
-
ask for clarification over Rights of Way and Permissive Ways

2
JS and DC to :
-
prepare report for Councillor Banwait on city centre cycle parking

-
raise with Councillor Banwait need for defined protocol in consultations re CityScape and Cathedral Green

3
TR to:

-
send JS membership proposals

4
Andy Roberts to:
-
investigate safety concerns regarding London Road/Traffic Street junction

5
All to:

-
email to JS their thoughts on:

- 
city centre cycle parking as per item 4 part 7 above
-
their preferences for the revision of the London Road/Traffic street roundabout. 

-
send Andy Harrision (andrewdharrison@yahoo.co.uk) any material for inclusion in next Newsletter
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